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March is a month of birthdays in our church, as you may notice when you see the birthdays and 
anniversary section of this newsletter.  That includes my own birthday, which this year happens to be a 
“big” one as I turn 40.  Somedays I think, “I don’t feel that old!” then there are other days when I go to 
the chiropractor because I threw my back out putting on my socks.

 As I reflect upon 40 years of life, one of the things I realise is that 40 years is an awfully long 
time. 40 years ago is when the Challenger space shuttle exploded and the Chernobyl nuclear meltdown 
happened. I still remember when the 9/11 attacks occurred… I was in my sophmore year of 
Highschool, a lot has happened since then. 

You may be wondering, “How is pastor going to turn this into something scriptural or 
theological?” The Israelites wandered the wilderness for 40 years under Moses leadership in Exodus - 
Deuteronomy. 40 years is a really long time! For me as I reflect upon my own 40 years, I can’t help but 
be drawn to this Biblical story where God’s people had no home, had no land, they were waiting for the 
promised land, but due to their disobedience God decided to wait for a new generation to bring into the 
promised land. I find it helpful to have this 40 years of life to recognize the extent to which they had to 
wait, and follow the Lord, and wait, and wait.

That’s not to say I feel that bad for them, their wiating was their own doing. They had the 
opportunity to go into the promised land after their journey out of Egypt. Instead of trusting the Lord, 
who had already overthrown the most powerful nation in the world through various plagues and 
wonders, they gave way to fear and the result was that the generation of leaders would wander for 40 
years until a new generation had risen to take their place. It makes me wonder what their conversations 
were with the kids that were growing up in this wilderness age. Were they bitter and complaining, “I 
can’t believe we have to live out in these tents, why would God do this to us?” or would they be 
encouraging, “Don’t make the same mistakes we made. The promised land is yours. When the time is 
right, seize the opportunity, because God is with you.” I would love to believe it is the second of these 
options, but that generation's habit on whining and complaining prior to that time doesn’t make me too 
optimistic about it. 

This brings me to my point, whining and complaining doesn’t actually do anything to fix your 
situations. This is a lesson we have tried to teach to our children, that throwing a tantrum because you 
didn’t get your way is never going to change our minds on things. It is easy for us to think of that for a 
kid’s situation with a tantrum, but I think it applies just as much to adults as well. Complaining to your 
friends about a relationship, finances, walk with God, schedule, country, politics, media, sports team, 
etc. doesn't actually change anything. Perhaps instead of saying, “I can’t believe they did that!” We can 
begin to converse in a different way, “I want to have a healthier relationship with this person, can you 
help me to show Jesus through my thoughts and actions?” 

Love you all and happy birthday to all my birthday buddies!

Past�� D��i� 
Pastor	David's	Office	Hours:
Mon	9	-	12	&	1	-	4	pm		|			Tues	&	Wed		1-5	pm		|		Thurs	9	am	-	12	pm	|		Pastor	David's	Phone:		906-290-3510





COMMUNION 
March 1st  Derrick M & Randy C
March 8th  Mike Y & Howie E
March 15th  Jim P & Lyle C
March 22nd  Howie E & Brenda W
March 29th  Derrick M & Mike Y
COUNTING

March 1st  Derrick M & Randy C
March 8th  Mike Y & Lynn B
March 15th  Jim P & Lyle C
March 22nd  Howie E & Brenda W
March 29th  Derrick M & Mike Y

Kitchen Person- Dave & Lynn Edge

BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES
Dianne McDowell   3rd

Colton Arpke   5th

Wendy Glynn   6th

Evelyn Messman   6th

Taylor Pelkin   6th

Jerry Reiss    7th

Brian Arpke    8th

Kathy Chapek   9th 
Cindy Brandt   12th 
Derrick McGee   14th

Tom Loomer   17th 
Patrice Sessler   19th

Eloise Pleuss    20th 
August Heabel   20th

Randy Chapek   21st 
Brenda Reiss   21st 
Kim Koelzer    21st

Dawn Ducaine   22nd

Rob Wenzel     22nd

Cecelia Malke   26th

Bryon Boehmke   26th

Dave Edge    27th

Amy Kaufman   29th

David Pleuss    29th

 
Tom and Linda Loomer  17th 
Rick & Marianne Ricciardi  29th

If we missed your birthday or anniversary,
or got it wrong, please call the church office so that we 
(hopefully) don't make the same mistake in the future! 




