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A few years back I had a conversation with another pastor who was lamenting the 
amount that churches get stuck in “ruts.” He used the comparison of winter driving and how in 
his opinion when everyone is just driving in the same ruts all it does is make the ruts deeper 
and more dangerous to drive in. The analogy made some sense to me as certainly crossing 
the slushy mixture is when many problems occur while winter driving.  The question remained, 
“does the analogy apply to the church?” Do we as churches get stuck doing the same things 
over and over and miss out on what God is actually wanting to do in our churches and in our 
lives?
As I have reflected on this conversation over the years I have come to the conclusion that the 
answer is yes… but also a very important no. It is good to be stuck in some things, because 
some things ought not to change. Think about the following words, theology, communion, 
salvation, baptism, Jesus Christ, evangelism, worship, prayer, the Bible etc. Certainly we do 
not want to stop doing these things! In fact it is often when these types of things begin to be 
changed that the church gets into some seriously deep trouble. There are some activities and 
beliefs that are essential to a church being a church. These beliefs and actions actually serve 
to protect our lives and beliefs to ensure we maintain living lives that bring glory to God, or to 
put it another way, by “staying in these ruts” we are actually prevented from going off into the 
ditch. Sometimes, when we don’t stay in the ruts we actually show that we think we know 
better than what God has prescribed.
That is the big “no” answer to that question, but there's also a “yes.” An important recognition 
that methods, programs, and styles can and often should change. Even look at something as 
simple as language, we no longer do our services in Koine Greek or Hebrew (the languages 
the Bible is written in), that is something that has changed. Does that make our services any 
less glorifying to God?  Absolutely not, in fact it probably is the opposite as the people of this 
community are able to worship the Lord in the language which they know best. There are a 
few Catholic churches that still do a latin mass but that began hundreds of years after the time 
of Christ. Some things are ok to change, styles of music and prayer, methods of evangelism, 
practices of reading the Bible, or programs of the church to reach the community. There are 
contextual questions of how do we present the gospel to our community in a way that is 
effective but still within the “ruts” of the message of the gospel.
Back to the original story of this other pastor, it is ironic that we only ever had one formal 
ministry event scheduled to do together and he missed it because he ended up in a ditch 
driving through the snow. Some ruts are there for our benefit and keep us going in the right 
direction.

Have a happy winter



	



COUNTING

Feb 1st  Brenda W & Mike Y
Feb 8th  Howie E & Randy C
Feb 15th  Derrick M & Brenda W
Feb 22nd  Lynn B & Lyle C

COMMUNION

Feb 1st  Brenda W & Mike Y
Feb 8th  Howie E & Randy C
Feb 15th  Derrick M & Brenda W  
Feb 22nd  Lyle C & Howie E

KITCHEN PERSON

Kathy Chapek

FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES
Bonnie Eastman     8th

Richard Stillman     9th

Susan Heabel      11th

Tim McDowell     13th

Iola Kelly      15th 
Caroline Tromble     17th

Robert Kaas      21st

David White      21st

Jim Pleuss      25th

 

If we missed your birthday or anniversary,
or got it wrong, please call the church office so 
that we (hopefully) don't make the same 
mistake in the future!




